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It hc1.d been realised for some time that a vast am01..mt of information 

on the fingerprint forms was not being used in the 'Henry' system. Group 

chal'ts had gone part way into finding a us: for this data but had stopped 

far short of the ultimate. An example of wasted data was in the whorl 

section. There all multi-delta patterns were grouped together as whorls and 

the only subdivisions in general use were the tracings I.H.O. and thes� were 

only used wh•m they formed part of the Henry secondary and tertiar:: 

classification or ,,.,here they had been incorporated in a group chart. Plain 

loops and nutant loops were grouped together under the general c�tegory 

of loops and the counts obtained from them were only of use when they e.ppeared 

in the Henry classification or where a group chart was involved. 

In the system now introduced, greater use has been made of this information. 

Symbolic codings have been devised, new pattern definitions have been 

introduced in some cases and in other cases the definitions have been �ade 

more explicit. By doing this it is hoped thet patterns will become more 

readily recognised. All counts have their own value and are not grouped 

together as in the chart system. Fach finger is dealt with separately 

without reference to the others. 

The way in which the syr,tem operates is that the whole of the Fingerprint 

Collection has been converted to an alpha numeric code which is contained on 

the Police National Computer. Bach incoming set of fingerprints, not identified 

after reference to a nominal index is 1)3.SSerl to a.n opP.rator who cod.es each. of 

the 10 finsers according to pattern type and ridge count (where applicable). 

The computer then scans the database aud prints out details of any form(s) with 

a similar data format. The program governing this action J'l\akes an automatic 

tol erance allowance in respect of some pattern types and ridge counts. 

Due to the increased pattern range and the e;reater use of counts in their 

own right, the possibility of error is increased. Accuracy in pattern recognition 

and in coun tine; is of paramount importance but th·cl system has been in operational 

use since 1976. We aJ:·e satisfied that it works •. 

Yours faith fully, 

M.P. O'Neill
Commander I/G
Fingerprint Branch
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