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European Quarter, Strasbourg.

THis MUST
BE iT!
LETS S€E.. WHAT?! FIRST DAY HERE?
BeeP
BeeP
BEEP

BeeP



¥€S, T DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY MY BADGE FRiJA, FROM FiNLAND.

ISN'T WORKiNG. I HAVE AN APPOINTMENT
AT THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE.

I'M JAN, FROM
BELGIUM.
HAHA THAT'S WHY!
THIS iS THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT!

I'M A BiT NERVOUS ABOUT MY FIRST
DAY. PEOPLE ALWAYS SAY EUROPE iS
COMPLICATED...

IT'S QUITE AN iNCREDIBLE CHALLENGE TO TRY TO
WORK WiTH PEOPLE FROM DIiFFERENT COUNTRIES WHO
DON'T EVEN SPEAK THE SAME LANGUAGE...

BONJOUR ! GUTEN TAG !

BUONGIORNO !

COME WiTH ME,
TLL SHOW YOu
AROUND.

TiNG

IT'S NOT THAT COMPLICATED, YOULL SEE.

BOM DiA !

AN ITALIAN COFFEE TO
START?

OR A GREEK ONE? BUT
I MUST WARN YOU, iT
WiLL BE STRONGER.

HELLO | KALIMERA !

HEJ !



AND YET, CREATING THAT
'INCREDIBLE CHALLENGE, AS YOU
CALL iT, WAS A NECESSITY.

FOR CENTURIES, WARS BETWEEN EUROPEAN
COUNTRi€ES HAVE DOMINATED" THE CONTINENT.

'ENLIST! THEY KEPT SAYING!

AT THE END OF WORLD WAR II, FRANCE AND GERMANY
DECIDED TO POOL THEIR COAL AND STEEL RESOURCES.
OTHER COUNTRIES QUICKLY JOINED THEM. THE EUROPEAN
COAL AND STEEL COMMUNITY WAS CREATED iN 1354, THE

FIRST STEP TOWARD EUROPEAN iNTEGRATION.

FOLLOW Me, YOU'LL
UNDERSTAND.

FRENCH, GERMANS, ITALIANS, SPANIARDS,
POLES.. THEY ALL FOUGHT EACH OTHER iN
TERRIBLE WARS UNTIL 4345.

OH MY, THiS iS NOT GETTING ANY BETTER..

THE GOAL: TO PREVENT ANY
NEW CONFLICTS BY LAYING THE
FOUNDATIONS FOR ECONOMIC
COOPERATION BETWEEN COUNTRIES.

IT'S ABOUT TiMe!



THiS ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION HAS EVOLVED
SiNCE AND ALSO BECOME POLITICAL.

THAT'S WHY WE VOTE
FOR REPRESENTATIVES
iN THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT.

FIRST, THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL, WiTH THE
HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF
EACH MEMBER STATE OF THE EUROPEAN

UNION, IT DEFINES THE OVERALL POLiTICAL
DIRECTION FOR THE EU.

EXACTLY! BUT WELL GET BACK TO THiS.
WHAT YOU HAVE TO REMEMBER FOR
NOW iS THAT THERE ARE FOUR MAJOR
iNSTITUTIONS WORKING TOGETHER.

ITS HEADQUARTERS ARE LOCATED
iN BRUSSELS. THE HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT MEET THERE
ABOUT EVERY THREE MONTHS.

1 See! I RECOGNISE
THE BELGIAN PRIME
MiNISTER!

DURING NEGOTIATIONS, HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT AGREE ON COMMON POSITIONS ON THE
ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY, OR HEALTH, FOR EXAMPLE.

EACH STATE EITHER DEFENDS COOPERATION
WiTH iTS NEIGHBOURS OR iTS OWN
iNTERESTS, DEPENDING ON THE SUBJECT!



THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION THEN TAKES OVER. IT BRINGS TOGETHER
27 COMMiSSIONERS, ONE PER COUNTRY, AS WELL AS NUMEROUS CiViL
SERVANTS FROM ALL MEMBER STATES.

YOUR TURN!
EUROPEAN
LEGISLATION
EVERY COMMiSSIONER iS RESPONSIBLE FOR THERE iS EVEN A COMMISSIONER FOR ANIMAL WELFARE.
A SPECIFIC AREA RANGING FROM iNDUSTRY
TO FiSHERIES AND OCEANS.
BAAA BAA!
SO, WHAT ABOUT YOUR
FiLE ON THE MARINE
RESERVES?
THE COMMISSION ENSURES EUROPEAN LAWS ARE THE COMMISSION iS ALSO THE ONE WHO PROPOSES
PROPERLY ENFORCED. LEGISLATION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNiON.

WE'RE GOING TO NeeD
LARGER PENS FOR THESE THE PURPOSE OF THiS TEXT
GOATS. iS TO COMBAT DOMESTIC
ViOLENCE.

COUNCiL
PARLIAMENT



THIS iS THE HEMICYCLE OF THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT WHERE THE MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT (MEPS) DEBATE LEGISLATION.

THiS iS WHERE ALL 720 MEPS WHO ARE
DIRECTLY ELECTED GATHER!

THE COMMISSION iS PROPOSING
A NEW TEXT ON DOMESTIC
ViOLENCE.

THEY MUST THEN FiIND A COMPROMISE WiTH
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNiON.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION BRINGS

TOGETHER THE MiNISTERS OF

THE MEMBER STATES, EACH
OF WHOM HAS THEIR OWN
AREA OF COMPETENCE.

THE MEPS ARE iN CHARGE OF AMENDING AND
VOTING ON THE COMMiSSiON'S PROPOSALS.

1 SUGGEST TO GO

FURTHER THAN THiS.
AND HERE AS
WELL, THiS iS
iMPORTANT.
OK, WE CAN SUPPORT WELL
THiS VERSION OF THE DONE, DEAR
TEXT! COLLEAGUE.



THESE iNSTITUTIONS iS WHAT We CALL THE
LEGISLATIVE TRIANGLE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION.

EUROPEAN COUNCIL
(27 heads of state and
government)

Defines the overall political
direction for the EU.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
(27 Commissioners) oversees
EU policies and the allocation

of the EU budget.
COUNCIL OF THE Agree on legislative
EUROPEAN UNION texts and vote on the

(ministers of the majority of EU laws.

27 Member States,
depending on their area
of competence) adopts
laws together with the
European Parliament.

1 UNDERSTAND BETTER NOW, FRiJA.. BUT
WE STILL HAVEN'T SEEN THE COUNCIL OF
EUROPE, AND I'M REALLY GOING TO BE
LATE FOR MY APPOINTMENT...

May censor the
Commission, elects its
President, and approves
the appointment of
Commissioners.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
(720 MEPs) Amends and votes
on the Commission’s proposals

and on the EU budget.



DON'T WORRY, THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE BUILDING YOU WERE LOOKING

FOR iS ALSO iN STRASBOURG, RIGHT NEXT DOOR. THERE iT is!

MARIA, MY DEAR!
HOW ARE YOU?

I'VE BEEN WAITING FOR A STUDY
ViSiTOR FOR A WHILE NOW. I'M
SURE HE'S NOT VERY BRIGHT!

WELL, iT'S EASY TO GET CONFUSED BETWEEN
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL
AND THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION.

HE'S NOT THE
FIRST ONE...

1 THINK YOU'RE LOOKING
FOR JAN. HE WENT TO THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

THiS MORNiING BY
MiSTAKE.

AND YET, THEY EACH

HAVE THEIR OWN ROLE.

FRIJA?

HERE WE GO, ANOTHER
ONE WHO CONFUSES
EVERYTHING.

AND WE OURSELVES
ALSO PLAY A KEY
ROLE FOR THE

EUROPEAN CONTINENT.

10



THERE ARE IMPORTANT DiFFERENCES BETWEEN THE

ORGANISATIONS. THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS 27 MEMBER STATES
AND 350 MILLiON iNHABITANTS. ALL OF THESE MEMBER STATES

ARE ALSO PART OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE.

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, ON THE OTHER HAND, CONSISTS

OF 96 MEMBER STATES, THAT iS 675 MILLiON iNHABITANTS.

Spain is part of the Council
of Europe and of the
European Union.

Ukraine, for example,
is part of the Council
of Europe but not yet of
the European Union.

I SEE... BUT WHAT EXACTLY iS THE
COUNCIL OF EUROPE?
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FIRST, iT'S iIMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT iT WAS CREATED N 4949. 8 YEARS BEFORE THE
ITS FIRST MEMBER STATES WERE BELGIUM, FRANCE, IRELAND, EUROPEAN UNION'S
ITALY, LUXEMBOURG, NORWAY, SWEDEN AND THE UNiTED KiNGDOM. FIRST STEPS!

The Statute of the Council of Europe
was signed by the Foreign Ministers of LOOK, YOUR BADGE
these countries in London. SHOULD WORK

HERE.

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE'S CENTRAL GOAL iS TO PROMOTE DEMOCRACY,
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RULE OF LAW.

THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE
COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONVENES iN THiS
HEMICYCLE. THE PARLIAMENTARIANS WHO ARE cLick
PART OF iT ARE ALSO MEMBERS OF THEIR
NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS. *

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS iS THE DECISION-MAKING BODY
OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE. IT iS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING
THAT ALL MEMBER STATES COMPLY WiTH THE COMMiTMENTS
THEY HAVE UNDERTAKEN WiTHIN THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE.

*For example: France has a population of 68 million and is represented by 18 delegates, while Austria, with a
population of 9 million, is represented by 6 delegates.



TO REACH iTS GOALS, THE COUNCIL OF
EUROPE HAS ESTABLISHED THE EUROPEAN
COURT OF HUMAN RiGHTS (ECTHR).

FOR EXAMPLE, iF A GOVERNMENT
DOES NOT RESPECT FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS...

IF T BANNED THE
MEDIA THAT CRITICiSE
ME, I WOULD BE RE-
ELECTED FOR SURE.

WHAT A GENiUs!

THiS iS A REAL SAFEGUARD
FOR DEMOCRACY...

ANY PERSON RESIDING iN A
MEMBER STATE MAY BRING
BEFORE THE ECHTR ANY STATE
THAT FAILS TO COMPLY WiTH
iTS COMMITMENTS UNDER THE
EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS.

THERE'S SOMETHING
WRONG HERE...

OH, I'VE HEARD ABOUT
iT BUT I DiDN'T KNOW iT
WAS iN STRASBOURG!

AND A GOVERNMENT THAT FAILS
TO COMPLY WiTH THE EUROPEAN
CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
WiLL BE SANCTIONED.

WHAT DO YOU
MEAN, I CAN'T DO
WHAT I WANT?!

EACH MEMBER STATE HAS iTS REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE
EUROPEAN UNION HAS ESTABLISHED A SPECiFiC REPRESENTATION
TO THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE iN ORDER TO FACILITATE DiPLOMATIC
EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE TWO ORGANISATIONS.
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THE DELEGATION PROMOTES
COORDINATION AND COMMON
POSITIONS WiTHIN THE EU...

DOES EVERYONE
AGReEE?

IT REPRESENTS THE EUROPEAN UNION

WiTHIN THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS.

IT ALSO MONiTORS THE WORK
OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE iN
ORDER TO PROVIDE REPORTS AND
POLICY ANALYSES TO BRUSSELS.

HELLO BRUSSELS?

IVE GOT
SOME NEWS
FOR YOU.

THE EU DELEGATION TO THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE iS WORKING TO STRENGTHEN THE
PARTNERSHiP BETWEEN THE TWO ORGANISATIONS, MAINLY TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT™:

HUMAN RIiGHTS

THE RULE OF LAW

DEMOCRACY

*The EU works hand in hand with the Council of Europe to support candidate countries and drive reforms that
meet membership criteria, especially in these areas.
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BUT WE ARE ALSO ACTIVE iN HOLDING IN FIGHTING CORRUPTION AND
RUSSIA ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE CRIME OF CYBER CRIMINALITY.
AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE.

IN STRENGTHENING
ACCESS TO JUSTICE
THROUGH MEDIATION AND
LEGAL AiD.

1 S€E, THAT MAKES FOR
QUITE A FEW TASKS...

1 UNDERSTAND BETTER
NOW AND I'M FiNALLY
READY TO START MY
iNTERNSHIP AT THE

EUROPEAN COUNCIL!

... AT THE COUNCIL OF
EUROPE, SORRY!
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THE EUROPEAN SYMBOLS
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND THE EUROPEAN UNION SHARE THE SAME ANTHEM AND THE SAME FLAG.

THE ODE TO JOY (A COMPOSITION OF LUDWIG
VAN BEETHOVEN) HAS BEEN THE OFFICIAL
ANTHEM OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE SiNCE 1972
AND OF THE €U SiNCE 1986.

THE FLAG WiTH TWELVE STARS
REPRESENTS SOLIDARITY AND UNiTY
AMONG THE PEOPLES OF EUROPE. IT

WAS ADOPTED N 1955.



