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The Roots of Low Achievement
Where to Begin Altering Them
SANDRA STOTSKY
The chief purpose of this book is to explain how public education in this country became dysfunctional as a result of policies designed to address low achievement. All students once learned that, regardless of academic achievement, they were politically equal to each other in our civic culture, with a shared civic identity. Yet, policy makers and philanthropists have led low achievers to believe that they haven’t succeeded in school because of bigoted educators and communities. Students’ families must revive the civic mission of their own public schools, and actively help to restore educated citizenship as the goal of K-12 public education if we are to begin to alter the roots of low achievement in this country.

 “Parents are increasingly aware that "something" is wrong in public education.  Whether you are a teacher, administrator or parent, in The Roots of Low Achievement, Sandra Stotsky provides an excellent summary of American education history covering the major players, policies and failures in K-12 education in the last 120 years. If we are to “fix” education, we need to know what has been tried, its efficacy, and whether we are even pursuing the appropriate goal. The book ends with interesting recommendations for what we can do to begin strengthening the school curriculum for all students. Stotsky’s ideas should ignite discussions among those who are seriously alarmed at the continuing failed educational polices of the last several decades.”—Anne Gassel and Gretchen Logue, Co-Editors, Missouri Education Watchdog 

“ ‘No excuses’ has been a rallying call for those who will not accept the blame shifting that perpetuates an education system that betrays America’s school children and compromises the future of our nation.  Dr. Stotsky digs deeply into the root causes of low achievement.  Her important study clears the way for new action to educate for informed citizenship and a satisfying future.” —Michael B. Poliakoff, President of the American Council of Trustees and Alumni

“Sandra Stotsky’s thoughtful and provocative book compels us to provide equitable education standards that uplift all students. This book is a must read. Watering down curriculum and pedagogy only serves to widen an achievement gap based on one’s zip code.  Language and reasoning must be at the forefront for forging a civic ethos and a civic dialogue. “—David C. Harrington, Mayor of Bladensburg, Maryland (1995-2002), Prince George’s County Council (2002-2008), and State Senator (2008-2011)

“For more than fifty years K-12 educators have championed "school reform," yet student learning has not improved to any considerable degree. An experienced analyst of education, Sandra Stotsky has written a powerful new book that reviews this sad history. She notes that policy makers have not learned from either failed or effective policies. Most importantly, Stotsky concludes that equality of citizenship in our constitutional democracy needs to be restored as the goal of K-12 public education if we are to begin to alter the roots of low achievement.”—John D. Fonte, Senior Fellow and Director of the Center for American Common Culture, Hudson Institute; Senior 
Researcher, U.S. Department of Education (1984-1992)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sandra Stotsky is professor of education emerita, University of Arkansas, and was Senior Associate Commissioner at the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education from 1999-2003. She has authored several books and many reports and articles on the school curriculum, K-12 standards, teacher training, and teacher licensing tests.Use promo code
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