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Marine Notice No. 09 of 2025  
Notice to all Masters, Owners and Users of Pleasure and Recreational Craft. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Department of Transport wishes to draw attention to the importance of risk assessment 

before a person goes out on the water in any type of recreational craft.  This involves thinking 

about local conditions, hazards or risks that could cause you harm and taking action to 

reduce or remove those risks in the interest of ensuring that you have a safe trip.   

 

Before you go on the water, the following key steps are recommended as part of conducting 

a risk assessment: 

• Identify the hazards – consider what could cause you harm? This could include 

hazards relating to adverse weather or sea/water conditions and forecast. 

• Assess the risks associated with the hazards to determine the likelihood of harm 

being caused to you or others.  

• Decide on control measures and precautions and implement them – think about what 

you can do to remove or reduce the risk.  

• Evaluate and review the action you have taken to confirm each hazard has either 

been eliminated or appropriately controlled and continue to monitor to confirm the 

effectiveness of the control measures in place. 

Remember, it is important to remain aware of your situation on the water as conditions can 

change. 

 

The Code of Practice for the Safe Operation of Recreational Craft contains examples of 

hazards and associated risks that can be present, as well as possible measures to take to 

remove or reduce risks.  A Think and Prepare table on the identification and assessment of 

hazards and risks is provided on pages 12-16 of the Code of Practice and is also attached at 

the Appendix to this Marine Notice. This includes risks associated with weather, visibility, 

cold water immersion, wind force, tides, not having a personal flotation device or a means of 

communication or appropriate training, engine failure and alcohol and drugs. 

 

The Safe Operation of Recreational Craft 

Think and Prepare – Identify and Assess Hazards 

and Risks 
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For further safety information, a copy of the Code of Practice for the Safe Operation of 

Recreational Craft can be obtained free of charge on request, in both English and Irish, from 

the Maritime Safety Policy Division of the Department of Transport by email at 

marineleisuresafety@transport.gov.ie 

 

The Code is also available to view or download from www.gov.ie at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/66ff7e-safe-operation-of-recreational-craft/ and on 

www.safetyonthewater.ie.  The Code of Practice can also be downloaded by using the QR 

code below: 

 

 
 

Additional online publications in relation to safety on the water are available at 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/60fd1-all-safety-on-the-water-booklets/ 

 

All recreational craft users are encouraged to read the Code of Practice for the Safe 

Operation of Recreational Craft and to follow the safety advice and guidance 

contained in the Code. 

 

Irish Maritime Administration 

Department of Transport 

Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 TR60, Ireland. 

 

25/02/2025 

 

Encl: Appendix:  Think and Prepare – Identify and Assess Hazards and Risks  
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